Hearing the Voice of God — Part 1

Pastor Dave Buehring  September 6, 2015

Introduction

1) Hearing the Voice of God
God wants to speak to each of us — we just need to learn how to listen.

a. A godly businessman has an opportunity to purchase another business — does he
ask God what he should do?
b. A godly woman is walking with a desperate friend — does she ask God to help her
know what to say?
c. Astudent has been accepted at UT, MTSU and YWAM’s DTS — does the student
ask God for help in making the right decision?
We NEED to be able to hear from God!

2) Exodus 33:7-11 — relationship, companionship

Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and
he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord would go out to the
tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all
the people would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he
had gone into the tent. When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend
and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. And when all
the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would
rise up and worship, each at his tent door. Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to
face, as a man speaks to his friend.

3) John 10:3-5, 27 — relationship and fellowship

The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When
he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not
know the voice of strangers...My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me.

A God Who Speaks to His People

1) Adam & Eve - Genesis 3:8-13 (In Garden, Creation / First conversation)

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the
trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.”
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2) Abraham - Genesis 12:1-3 (homeland/God initiating a purpose, promise)

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's
house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told him...

3) Moses - Exodus 3:1-5 (On the job / 40 years, calling him back to Egypt)

Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he
led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of
God. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses
said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” When the Lord
saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And
he said, “Here I am.” Then He said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet,
for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” And He said, “I am the God of
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look at God.

4) Samuel - 1 Samuel 3:1-11 (Under Eli’s care (Hannah)/Word for the Nation)

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord...Then the Lord called Samuel, and he
said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I
did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. And the Lord called again,
“Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But
he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord,
and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. And the Lord called Samuel
again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called
me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel,
“Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.”” So
Samuel went and lay down in his place. And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other
times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” Then the
Lord said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel...

5) David - |1 Samuel 23:1-5 (Saul seeking David’s life / sought guidance)

Now they told David, “Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are robbing
the threshing floors.” Therefore David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go and attack these
Philistines?” And the Lord said to David, “Go and attack the Philistines and save
Keilah.” But David's men said to him, “Behold, we are afraid here in Judah; how much
more then if we go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?” Then David inquired
of the Lord again. And the Lord answered him, “Arise, go down to Keilah, for I will give
the Philistines into your hand.” And David and his men went to Keilah and fought with
the Philistines and brought away their livestock and struck them with a great blow. So
David saved the inhabitants of Keilah.

6) Mary - Luke 1:26-38 (A teenage girl / Israel waiting for their Messiah)

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one,
the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern
what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus...Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I
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am a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy—the Son of God...And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to
me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

7) Paul, Barnabas & Church Leaders — Acts 13:1-3 (Church in Antioch /
Missions)

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who
was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and
Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then after fasting and
praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.

Remembering Who It Is That Is Speaking to You
A Holy God To Be Feared Above All

a. Psalm 96:4
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods.

b. Psalm 89:7

A God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, and awesome above all
who are around him.

C. Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he
covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and said: “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory!” And the foundations of the thresholds shook
at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said:
“Woe is me! For I am undone; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the

midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of
hosts!”

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he
had taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said:
“Behold, this has touched your lips; vour guilt is taken away, and vour sin atoned
for.” And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will
go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”

d. Isaiah 40 portions

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the
heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the
mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? Who has measured the Spirit of
the Lord, or what man shows him his counsel? Whom did he consult, and who
made him understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught him
knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding?
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Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the dust
on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust...All the nations
are as nothing before him, they are accounted by him as less than nothing and
emptiness. Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the
beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he
who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell
in; who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.
He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the
greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power

not one is missing. Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow
weary; his understanding is unsearchable.

e. Revelation 1:12-18

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw
seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a Son of
Man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs
of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of
fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was
like the roar of many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in
full strength. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his
right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the First and the Last, and the Living
One. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and
Hades.”

A Loving Father Sharing Life & Counsel

a. Romans 8:15

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”

b. Luke 11:13

If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!

C. Luke 15:20-24

And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’
And they began to celebrate.
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A Good Shepherd That Guides His Flock

a. Johnlo0:11,14

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep...I am
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me...

b. Psalm 85:7

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his
hand.

A Faithful Friend Who Walks Alongside Us
a. Proverbs 18:24

There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

b. John 15:13-15

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to
you.

Cultivating a Hearing Heart (The Parable of The Sower - Mark 5:1-20)

Mark 4:1-9

Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, so that he
got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land.
And he was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to
them: “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell along the
path, and the birds came and devoured it. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not
have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun
rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. And other seeds fell into good
soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a
hundredfold.” And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

) A Hard Heart - Mark 4:14,15

The sower sows the word. And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown:
when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them.

2) A Shallow Heart - Mark 4:16-17

And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word,
immediately receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a
while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately
they fall away.

PAGE 5 OF 6 © 2015 DAVE BUEHRING AND GRACE CHAPEL



3) A Crowded Heart - Mark 4:18-19

And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, but the

cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in
and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

4) A Fruitful Heart - Mark 4:20

But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it

and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.

Today’s Application / Obedience Points

1) Are you convinced that God desires to speak to you?

2) Remember Who it is that is speaking to you.
a. Holy & Feared — Father — Shepherd — Friend

3) Which kind of “heart” do you most identify with?
a. Hard - Shallow — Crowded — Fruitful

Next Week: The Ways God Speaks To Us, Practical Helps

House of Prayer

Click on "House of Prayer” on www.gracechapel.net to fill out a prayer request.
Please come join our House of Prayer, Tuesday, September 8th at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
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