
	 	

Rebuild Don’t Relax, Part 9 
Steve Berger      March 26, 2017 

Today  
	 How many of you know if the devil can’t get you to stop rebuilding your life — he’ll try 
to get you distracted from rebuilding your life completely? 

We must to learn to persevere in God’s purposes —  
that’s where real fruit comes from. 

Perseverance — a steady course of action, especially in spite of difficulties, obstacles, 
or discouragement. 

Nehemiah is a classic example of perseverance 

Nehemiah is a classic example of perseverance, he’s not going to let anything stop him 
until the job of rebuilding the wall is completed and the will of God is completely 
finished! 

• Nehemiah 6: 1-14  
Now it happened when Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies 
heard that I had rebuilt the wall, and that there were no breaks left in it (though at that time I 
had not hung the doors in the gates), that Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, "Come, 
let us meet together among the villages in the plain of Ono." But they thought to do me harm. 
So I sent messengers to them, saying, "I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. 
Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?" But they sent me this 
message four times, and I answered them in the same manner. Then Sanballat sent his 
servant to me as before, the fifth time, with an open letter in his hand. In it was written: It is 
reported among the nations, and Geshem says, that you and the Jews plan to rebel; therefore, 
according to these rumors, you are rebuilding the wall, that you may be their king. And you 
have also appointed prophets to proclaim concerning you at Jerusalem, saying, "There is a 
king in Judah!" Now these matters will be reported to the king. So come, therefore, and let us 
consult together. Then I sent to him, saying, "No such things as you say are being done, but 
you invent them in your own heart." For they all were trying to make us afraid, saying, "Their 
hands will be weakened in the work, and it will not be done." Now therefore, O God, 
strengthen my hands. Afterward I came to the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, the son 
of Mehetabel, who was a secret informer; and he said, "Let us meet together in the house of 
God, within the temple, and let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill 
you; indeed, at night they will come to kill you." And I said, "Should such a man as I flee? And 
who is there such as I who would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in!" Then I 
perceived that God had not sent him at all, but that he pronounced this prophecy against me 
because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. For this reason he was hired, that I should be 
afraid and act that way and sin, so that they might have cause for an evil report, that they 
might reproach me. My God, remember Tobiah and Sanballat, according to these their works, 
and the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who would have made me afraid.  
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Five Action Items to help you Persevere in Rebuilding your Life… 

1. Value your rebuilding more than you heed the enemies’ distractions.

• five times “meet with us down in Ono” — total distraction!

• distractions come in all packages — totally godless temptations — to really
subtle good things, but not God-things! All for the purpose of getting you
distracted from what God really has for you to do. Discernment is needed,
Nehemiah knew this distraction was intended to harm him!

• Mark 4:19 warns on distractions — “cares of this world” distractions of
this world choke out the purposes of God in our lives. Beware!

We’ve got to learn to value the Kingdom, its purposes, 
and our rebuilding more than we heed the enemies’ distractions. 

• adopt Hidden Treasure/Pearl Great Price mindset — valuing the
Kingdom so much more than everything else, we relinquish everything else to
obtain the Kingdom!

Nehemiah fights distraction by valuing his rebuilding more — verse 3, “I am 
doing a great work, why should I come down to you in Ono and have the work cease?” 

Question — How valuable is rebuilding your life to you? Are you easily distracted 
with things that serve little to no eternal value? Are you allowing Ono to call you 
away? Tell Ono, Oh No! 

2. Recognize the lies. Verses 6-8

• “rebuilding to rebel, to become king, appointed prophets to proclaim you as
king.”

Interesting — the devil and his messengers can’t understand pure motives so they 
project on you their own selfish ambitions in hopes you’ll believe the lies, question your 
calling, and slow or stop your rebuilding. Recognize the lies from the enemy, or people 
being used by the enemy. “Well you’re just rebuilding because…you think you’re better, 
you’re building your own kingdom, etc.” 

Notice — they were actually the ones who hired false prophets to lie against 
Nehemiah! 

• “No, you invent these lies in your own heart, they’re not true!”

Nehemiah’s example — didn’t get into distracted defense, depression, dialogue, 
NOPE! 
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3. Know who you are. Verse 11

• “Should a man such as I flee, men like me don’t run and hide to save our lives, I
will not do that!”

• Nehemiah knew who he was before attacks came — so must we! Do you?

• Matthew 5:13 — I am the salt of the earth.
• Matthew 5:14 — I am the light of the world.
• John 1:12 — I am a child of God.
• John 15:15 — I am Christ’s friend.
• Romans 8:17 — I am a joint-heir with Christ.
• Romans 8:37 — I am more than a conqueror in Christ.
• 1 Corinthians 3:16 — I am God’s temple, He lives in me.
• 1 Corinthians 6:17 — I am united to the Lord and am one spirit with Him.
• 1 Corinthians 12:27 — I am a member of Christ’s body.
• 2 Corinthians 5:17 — I am a new creation in Christ.
• Ephesians 1:1 — I am a saint.
• Ephesians 2:6 — I am seated in heavenly places above demonic power.
• Ephesians 4:24 — I am righteous and holy.
• Philippians 4:13 — I can do all things through Christ’s strength.
• Philippians 3:20 — I am a citizen of heaven.
• 1 Thessalonians 1:4 — I am chosen and dearly loved by God.
• 1 Thessalonians 5:5 — I am a child of light and not of darkness.
• 1 Peter 2:9 — I am part of a chosen race; a royal priesthood; a holy nation; a

people for God’s own possession to proclaim His excellencies.

When you know who you are and Whose you are — 
there isn’t a devil in hell who can stop you from doing the will of God for your life! 

Rehearse who you are regularly! 

4. Reject fear. Verses 9,13-14

• they tried to make Nehemiah afraid, to act afraid, so that he would sin. 

The presence of fear isn’t sin — acting on fear, 
allowing it to paralyze you from doing the will of God, that is sin. 

Got fear? Stare it in the face and keep moving! Persevere!

• Nehemiah didn’t give fear an inch — he knew it would take a mile!

• reject fear, replace it with faith, trust, and confidence in the Almighty!

• 2 Timothy 1:7 
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
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5. Find your strength in God through prayer. Verse 9 

• “Oh God, strengthen my hands!” 

• I’m not talking self-sufficiency, I’m talking God-dependency! 

• Ephesians 6:10  
Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might 

• Philippians 4:13  
I can do all things through Christ Who strengthens me 

God gives supernatural strength, strength beyond our own,  
so we can persevere in our rebuilding, in His purposes — get some! 

Close  

• Nehemiah 6:15-16  
So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days. And it 
happened, when all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations around us saw these 
things, that they were very disheartened in their own eyes; for they perceived that this 
work was done by our God. 

These five things will cause such a miraculous rebuilding in your life  
that even your enemies must admit it was the work of God! 

1. Value your rebuilding more than you heed the enemies’ distractions. 
2. Recognize the lies. 
3. Know who you are. 
4. Reject fear. 
5. Receive God’s strength through prayer. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the difference between doing good things for God, and doing God’s things for you? 

2. When someone criticizes “our rebuilding,” why is it hard not to be defensive, and move on? 

3. How sure are you of who you are in Christ — now — before attacks come? 

4. What is the difference between recognizing fear, and acting on fear? 

5. Is there an area in your life where you are rebuilding, that needs God’s supernatural strength 
for you to persevere? 

Before the Throne: Worship Night 

Wednesday, April 5th  6:30 pm  Sanctuary 
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