
 

 

 
    

 

Repentance — Our Only Hope 
Steve Berger  September 6, 2020 

_________________________________________ 

Fact 
Because there is not much talk about sin in our day, there isn’t much talk about the solution to sin — 

repentance. Therefore, we are uninformed of the essential, high place, repentance has in God’s kingdom. 

 

“I consider that the chief dangers which confront the coming century will be  

religion without the Holy Ghost, Christianity without Christ, forgiveness without repentance, 

salvation without regeneration, politics without God, and heaven without hell.”1 

~ William Booth, Salvation Army Founder 

Forgiveness without repentance! 

 

Today 
Lay a foundation for the doctrine of repentance, see it’s priority, practice its necessity! Repentance is our 

only hope personally/nationally! 

_________________________________________ 
Priority of repentance 
 

John Baptist 

Mark 1:1-5 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the Prophets: “BEHOLD, I SEND MY 

MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU. THE VOICE OF ONE 

CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS: 'PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD; MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT.” John came 

baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, 

and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.  

 

Jesus 

Mark 1:14-15  

Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (picks up where John left off) 

• Revelation 2-3, five of seven churches to repent, sinners and saints, individual/congregation 

• Jesus starts and ends ministry with repentance  

  

The 12 

Mark 6:12 

So they went out and preached that people should repent. 

 

Peter at Pentecost 

Acts 2:37-38 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, 

what shall we do?" Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  

 

                                                        
1 Clayman, A.C. The Sovereignty of the Holy Spirit (WestBow Press, 2020) 



 

 

 
    

• first sermon, continually, in Acts 3,5,8,10,11  

• 2 Peter 3:9 (Peter’s last letter, last chapter) 

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 

willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. (starts/ends ministry repent).   
 

Paul 

Acts 17:30 

Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent… 

 

• sharing repentance with people requires addressing people’s wrongness — their thoughts and 

ideas contrary to Christ! 

• Acts 26:19-20 

Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those in 

Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they 

should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.  

 

God’s heart cry for humanity is to repent, it’s our only hope!  

Personally, congregationally, NATIONALLY 

 

Jeremiah 18:7-8 

The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, if that 

nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, I will turn from the disaster that I thought to bring upon it.  

 

Let’s answer 4 foundational questions about repentance… 

_________________________________________ 
What is repentance? 
 

• A change of heart and mind that causes us to confess our sin, turn away from our sin — and turn 

toward God.  

_________________________________________ 
Why is repentance needed?  2 things… 
 

• Because sin causes us to be separated from God. 

o Isaiah 59:1-2 

Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. 

But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, so 

that He will not hear.  

• Because sin that is not repented of leads to death.  

o Romans 6:23  

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

_________________________________________ 
What does repentance produce    4 things… 
 

• Forgiveness of sin and refreshing of our spirit. 



 

 

 
    

• Act 3:19 

Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come 

from the presence of the Lord. 

• Life! Spiritual and eternal life!  

• Acts 11:18 

When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, “Then God has also granted 

to the Gentiles repentance to life.” (restored relationship, no more separation) 

_________________________________________ 

How does someone repent     3 things… 
 

• Agree with God that you are sinning. Come to yourself, senses! 

o John 16:8  

And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of  judgment:  

(Holy Spirit convicts so we’ll agree)  

• Turn from your sin — turn to God. 

• 2 Corinthians 7:9-10 

Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry 

in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. For godly sorrow produces repentance leading 

to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.  

 

Godly sorrow produces a turning from sin and to God.  

Worldly sorrow is just feeling bad that you got caught. 

_________________________________________ 
What kind of sorrow do you have? 
 

• Confess your sins. Own it, verbalize it.   

 

• 1 John 1:8-9  
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

• James 5:16  
Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 

  

Closing illustration from one of the most famous stories in all the world, not just the church — The Prodigal 

Son. 

• Luke 15:17-24  

But when he came to himself, he said, how many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, 

and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired 

servants. And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had 

compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son. But the father said to his servants, 

bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. And bring the 

fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost 

and is found. And they began to be merry.  



 

 

 
    

 

1. Comes to himself — convicted, agrees, knows he’s in sin. 

 

2. Turns from sin — to God and his father. 

 

3. Confesses his sin — to God and his father.  

 

What does his repentance produce?  

Forgiveness, refreshing, restored relationship, life!   

 

Repentance is complete when the conviction of sin,  

the turning from sin, and the confession of sin —  

collides with the kindness of God in a redemptive embrace! 

 

_________________________________________ 
Discussion Questions  

 

1. What are you doing that is contrary to His will and ways?  

2. What do you need to repent of?   

3. What would keep you from repenting right now?     
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