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Keep in Step with the Spirit 
 

“Mountaintops are for views and inspiration, but fruit is grown in the valleys.” 
 

- Billy Graham 

Galatians 5:16-25, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against 
the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to 
do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are 
evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of 
anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn 
you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God.  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong 
to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let 
us also keep in step with the Spirit.” (ESV)  

Acts 8:26-40, “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Rise and go toward the south [to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And 
there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was 
in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in 
his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over and 
join this chariot.’ So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, ‘Do 
you understand what you are reading?’ And he said, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ 
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 
reading was this: 

‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
    and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he opens not his mouth. 
 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
    Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
 
And the eunuch said to Philip, ‘About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 
or about someone else?’ Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he 
told him the good news about Jesus.  And as they were going along the road they came to some 
water, and the eunuch said, ‘See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?’ And 
he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But 
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Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the 
towns until he came to Caesarea.” (ESV)  

Acts 10:9-23, “The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went 
up on the housetop about the sixth hour[a] to pray. And he became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance and saw the heavens 
opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon 
the earth. In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. And there came a voice 
to him: ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ But Peter said, ‘By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten 
anything that is common or unclean.’ And the voice came to him again a second time, ‘What 
God has made clean, do not call common.’ This happened three times, and the thing was taken 
up at once to heaven. Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he 
had seen might mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for 
Simon's house, stood at the gate and called out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was 
lodging there. And while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, ‘Behold, three 
men are looking for you. Rise and go down and accompany them without hesitation,[b] for I 
have sent them.’ And Peter went down to the men and said, ‘I am the one you are looking for. 
What is the reason for your coming?’ And they said, ‘Cornelius, a centurion, an upright 
and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy 
angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.’ So he invited 
them in to be his guests. The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the 
brothers from Joppa accompanied him.” (ESV)  

Ephesians 4:30-31, “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away 
from you, along with all malice.” (ESV) 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-22, “Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. Do not stifle the Holy 
Spirit. Do not scoff at prophecies, but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good. Stay 
away from every kind of evil.” (NLT)  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%3A9-23&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27256a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%3A9-23&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27267b

